Total hip replacement in children with juvenile chronic arthritis.
The results of 75 total hip replacements in 42 children with juvenile chronic arthritis are reported after a mean follow-up of 5.4 years. Their ages ranged from 11 to nearly 17 years at operation and many had active disease. Severe pain and marked stiffness of the hips were limiting their independence. At least half of the children were still growing and continued to grow after operation. The patients were carefully selected and gratifying results were obtained, but pre-operative assessment and overall supervision by a rheumatologist are important. Technical difficulties related to the size and maldevelopment of the hip are discussed. There was no infection and the single case of loosening of a femoral component after nine years has been successfully revised.